If you meet resistance,
try persistence

g av bllian w’w-‘-rwdh'

No persoen iz the Drited! Sumes shall, on the
beasis o secx b excludend from partscywation i,
devied 1w benefits of, or be subpect fo discrim-
wrtatnt wender @y education program or
acticily recenrrig faderad financial awmigance
—Tirle IX of the Edecarion

Amendments, 1972

In oy hdgh schosl there is a boy®s haock-
cy team, but the athletic direcior here
says the girds aren’t good enough yet for
the school w have 3 cam, and anyway
our school doesn't have the funds for
arwher sport. What can we dod

Fursa of all, let your athletic director kaow
thar you and other girls want o play “ice
hockey. To give evidence there s demon-
straved nerest @ yous school e play girs
hockey, go 1o the very next school boarnd
meeting and bet them know that you weant a
gerls hockey program this next santer season.

Ask an adult who pays taxes in your
school district 1o speak in support of your
request (Mot your own parent. Ask another
parenl of someone else, so that the schoaol
board sees there are several people who
wand this. ) They will not tell you yes” or ‘no’
that night, bast will study the sinuation. Cften
a reponer rom the kocal newspaper is there
and may ask you some questions. Be posi-
tive, even if you leel frustrated.

Ask around your ciry o see if other girls
would play hockey if it were available at
their school. Usually the answer is an
enthusiaitie “YES'™ Mame those schools, 5o
others will know it 5 not just the girls in
your school who wam h(xh.q,-. There may
be someone on your school newspaper or
in-school cable TV who would do a story
on your quest. Search them out, ask a
tescher for help, or write 2 pi:cf yourself

Ideally the youth hockey program weould
be sponsoning girls 1eams in your commau-
nuy. That may of may not be the case in
vour area, They can offer girls 1eams this
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However, shen garls first got high school
hockey Teams in Minnesota in the mid-
15405, there were very, very few teams —
they could be counted on one hand =
avros the sate made up of all girls, no
matter what the level. The youth hockey
programs said “girls don’t want o play
hewchey.” bt all 10 afien schat was meant
wan “We don 1 want any girls 1o play hock-

ey, because we don't have rnm:gh e for
the boys teams as it s nowr, and girls teams
would take up even more KKe hours.”

More than once | said 10 youth hockey
associations: "No longer will YOUTH hock-
ey be spelled "B-O-¥.5'

Mor is the skill bevel of females the issue
You and your freends may of may not have
the sarne skill level as boys whao were pracs-
cally bom with a hockey stick in their hands
With coaching you can learn. If you have
deterrminanon and 3 compettive spent and the
will 1o sucoeed, you will improve

lce time for games and practices will have
to be divided. Yes, that does mean you may
have o skate before school, bur so will the
boys, They will ot get the ‘good howrs” and
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you would just go away. They may try 1o
wear you down, but you are in the nght
Seldom will hockey be given to you with-
oul your asking and making a case for i1,
even though the bays in your school got it
handed 1o them.

Sameons may tell you there s no money
right now to add girls hockey, The answer
1o that is: Divide the money that is available
for our spons programs so that girls get half
of what the boys hockey program has now
It does not mantter who rased the money”
The law says there should be equity in the
Sporis program i any school thar accepts
federal dollars

The issue is equity and whether your
school destrect i in complianoe with Titke DX

Many schools offer more spons opportu-
mities for their male students than their
female students. This is ancther reason there
can be girls hockey: 1o help balance the
sports offerings, especially in the winter sea-
son, Hockey is 3 contan spor. As an exam-
ple, swimming and gymnastics are mol.
Where there s demonsirated interest there
also needs 1o be a balance for contact spors.

Ask your AD in writing for the boys spons
I-udgﬂ and the girls SPOeTS bud@rt Lewsk at
boys hockey: the revenue, the expenses, the

“Never doubt that a small
group of dedicated,
committed people can make
a difference. Indeed they
are the ones that do!”

your. the ‘bad hours' for practice and games;
thai has 1o be balanced as weell

You can see why there are some who
wanl o resist this, and others who wish

prodivdoss assocated with running the boys
program. Request that the information be
sent to you within fwo weeks in wrinen
form. Copy your letier 10 3 school board
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memiber (and me, il you choose).

In many cases, more money may be
bBrought in by boys sports, but way more
maoney is spent on boys spors, thus mak-
ing your school's program out of compli-
ance. Title [X is used 1o help ger a schools
spors program more balanced. Your
request will help your school get closer 1o
compliance with Title IX

The recent decisicn by the US Supreme
Court i the Brown v. Cohen case rein-
forces the responsibility of schools 10 be
equitable 1o females and males in their
SpOrts programs

Brown University kost all of us appeals in
the lower courts and was found 1o have gl=-
gally discrimanated agains its soomen athleies
The Supreme Coum said the lower court nuk
ings were commeot in requiring schools cross
the country that accept federal funds (néary
all school dasrsces, colleges and undversities)
o offer balanced sports oppoMmunites using
the resowrces available in their school

Ask who your Title IX officer is and then
speak o that person about getting a girls
hockey program stamed. One can file a
grievance :g:.in.it the schood Ihrnush the
Title IX officer. (This 4 not a lassuit, and
no attomeys are needed ) Let other admin-
istravors, faculry and staffl know a group of
girls wants 3 hockey team for next season:
your superintendent, principal, dean of sha-
dents, teachers, coaches, etc. If you meet
resislance, Iry persisience.

You will be successful It is impomant 1o
dov some of this work in writing 3o the issue
of equiry does not dissolve into name call-
ing, finger pt:linting or adminstrative shiuf-
Ning or sulling. You and your friends =ill
be winners. Margaret Mead said: “Never
doubt thar a small group of dedicated,
committed people can make a difference
Indeed they are the ones that do!”

Every time someone Says “Great™ 1o you,

rermdnd them that GREAT! stands for Girls
Really Expect A Team! »
Mitzi Wirchger 15 a gender equity conswl-
tant who founded GREAT! (Girls Really
Expect A Team!), As a paxrend ff der ol
and a daughier, who bave been varsity bigh
school and :qﬂrgmra athlgtes, and as a
member of the sporis equily commiliee
which produced the Gender Equiry in atb.
letics book for the AN Dept. of Education
and the MM Srare High School League, she is
audre r._l{ he prr.-&.l'rms arrd 'hn-r.sjb.l.l'rri@s q,f
implementing Title IX. Presemtly. Witchger
serews oot fhe bogard gafdlprr.lmw (._n,f}-m'aa-ra
Cirirens for Sports Equily.

Jj"’}ur.r Barie any questions u-sarda'.ug grmfpr
equity or Title [X. e-mail Aliri ai
cgrmrﬁa'quﬂr nei> or seand levters 1o ber
armeilion af Wamen 5 Hockey, PO Box
1007 Okermos, M 48805 1007 e Canadi
wwite Women s Hockey. 13026169 Cobrng;
Rd. Malifax, NS BIH 4i7

and the
entire

Congratulations
to Coach Heather Linstad
Northeastern Huskies Team




