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Want to start a girls’ high school team?

By Mirzi Wirchger

“Na persan in the Utnited States shall, o the hasis of sex be cvcluded from participation in, dered
the benefits af, or be subject ta diserinninasion under any education program or activity receiving fedenal financial acistance,

Title IX of the Education Amendments

I've received emails where the quesdon
boils down to, “How can we get a girls’ hock-
ey team in my high school when all we have is
a club ream for boys?”

If there is no club team for girls and you
want to start one, therel rescarch to be done.
Even the boys can help, as can your team-
mates, parents, coaches, other adules and who-
ever runs your ream now. If the boys want o
go to the varsity level, they will need your girls'
team o get a balanced program to be in com-
pliance with Tide DX

First of all, ask yourself why you want o
do this. Ts it because you chink the only way to
get more Ej.rls to play hockey is by having a
school club team? Could you still compete at
the USA Hockey youth level? My guess is chat
the boys’ club team is still registered wich TISA
Hockey for insurance purposes and in order o
play some teams and in certain tournaments
that are communiry-based rather than schoal-
based. Thar would be the same for your schoal
ream. Or would ir be more beneficial to stay in
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your association? Your present hockey associa-
tion can help broaden the base of girls' hock-
ey by doing more advertising and marketing
to increase the number of girds in your pro-
gram. It can help a lot, especially when it
knows you are interested

Check out with your parents and the
school about the pros and cons of a club team
Versus pla]ﬂng in your present youth hockey
association mode. What would be the differ-
ences? What things would stay the same?
Anything better, or worse, if you form a school
club team? If you are a club ream, will there be
enough girls from other schools to start simi-
lar programs ar their schools? Can you form
one team made up of gitls from two different
schools? Usually the answer is yes.

Are you thinking this will help get a var-
sity program going? Realistically, will char
happen before you are through high school?
Does that marter? Do you know how many
teams your state high school association
requires in order to sanction (in the positive
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sense) a sport throughout the state? In Rhode
Island, only six teams are needed. In Indiana,
half of the high schools in the whole state need
to have a program in order to get state associ-
ation sanctioning. Are there exceptions to this
kind of rule in your stare? Ask your athletic
director (AD)} or call your stare high school
athletic association to find the answer.

If you decide this is the best way for you
to move ahead, then write down your goals,
some obstacles that you might encounter, and
strategies to overcome them. Tell your ADY
that you and your hockey-playing friends are
interested in starting a club ceam. The AD
may ask you to present your proposal to the
school board or to an athletic commirree,
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Afrer seventy-five years of history-making boys' ice hockey, Hebron Academy is introducing girls' ice hockey in the 1998-9% winter season.
Consider it the first step in our bid 1o become the official emining ground for the 2002 Olympic Winrer Games.

Far more information, please call ar write:

Admissions Office

Hebron Academy

Hebeon, ME 04238-0309

Tel: 1-888-HEBRON4L

Fax: 207-566-1111

sdmissions@mail. hebronacademy.prek 1 2. me.us




